
Project TD-CRDCL2L5 "SCOPi. rig consuLtants' needs

adopti. rig best picacti. ces i. n southern NSW"

DULLng my two vi. si. ts to the eme, :gi. rig cotton areas i. n southern
11. S. W. earLy January and earLy March, 20L2, T was ab, .e to meet
wi. th aLL but three of the key peopLe SUPPLYi. rig ag, :onomi. c advi. ce

Two of the three, ALLen Jones (Ag, :onomi. cto the cotton area.

Bust. ness SOLuti. ons) and JOEan Mi. LLyard (MTA RuraL), T was abLe
to have Long phone conversati. ons wi. th. Dani. eLLe 11cKay (farm
agronomi. st wi. th Peter Touhey farm) T was uriabLe to contact.

T had meeti. rigs wi. th Heath MCWhi. rte, =, a'untoe MeCosker and John
Ronan (aJ. L from BLde, :s), Peter Hi. LL (Yenda Prods), Brett Hay and
Mark Zanatta (RawL, .nson & Brown), Ad, :,.. an Hayes and Davi. d White
(MTA RuraL), Jemi. ina MasLem ('Twynam, GundaLi. ne) and Tom Webb
(Ag, :onomi. c Business SOLut. tons). T was ab, .e to catch up wi. th
Patri. ck MCTnnes ^,:Qin Hi. ,. I'Ston, a private consuLtant whose major
cLi. ent i. s Ha, :,:i, s Farms.

These meetings al. L revoLved around JPM earLi. ness, PI:X manage-
merit and Late trisects. Tn the case of Yenda Prods, we had a
formaL offi. ce meeting i. n the morn, .rig followed by farm i. nspec-
ti. ons in the afternoon. Tn most cases we met wi. th the grower
and most o^ hi. s neighbours.

25 growers turned up.El. ders held a shed meeti. rig Last Monday
Points o^ di. scussi. on were TPM, bo, .L deveLopment and Late trisects.

C IE:, P C I?^115'~

L was a, .so fortunate on both occasions to have ti. me with Ki. eran
O'Keeffe (Di. stiri. ct Agronomi. st, CoLeambaLLy). Ki. .eran i's dotng
the Cotton Production course at ONE and sees cotton as an
alternate Crop to LLCe.

.
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"Ski. ,. I. needs of consuLt. ants/ag, :onomi. st. s ^or aeLi. vex'trig
best PI:. acti. ce crop scouti. rig and ag, :onomi. c recommendati. ons
i. n southern NSW. "

ALL coinme, :ci. aL Lesel. ,. e, :s have a Lead consul. tant with some
cotton expertence. For exampJ. e - CGS, Twynam, Macg, :ego, :
GoutLey, Davi. d CLa, :k and Pabl. o Vega.

There i. s a good understanding of growi. rig cotton in short
season areas.

An understanding of TPM p, =i. nci. pLes whi. ch fLowed through
from insect management i. n soybean crops i, s adequate.

A^tel:' the January t. ,:i. p a much better understandi. rig o^
using bai. E rates plus OILS and in some cases using otLs
wi. th other sprays - for exampl. e - PTX. Very Li. ttLe sal. t.
i. s being used.

There i, s some oversprayi. rig taking PI. ace. When a pLane i. s
^I. yi. rig PTX, a intrri. a spray i. s added. The reason for
thi. s addi. rig of I=he insecticide i, s that it i. s cheap and it
i, s, therefore, not necessary to come back i. n a few days
ti. me to resp, :ay for insects. T do bel. i. eve thi. s couLd be

T do riothappening i. n other areas wi. thi. n the i. ridust, :y.
bel. i. eve that this pract. i. ce i, s betng sales dJ:tven.

Because rice and cotton are betng grown together and PTX
affects rice producti. on, it means that spraying can onI. y
be car, :i. ed out with the I:'i. ght wi. rid di. ,:ecti. on3 and, I:here-
fore, sprayi. rig can be deLayed by up to LO days. Tt does
seem that this pi:acti. ce i, s SLte speci. Etc.

There does not seem to be major areasCrop Scouti. rig
where trisects have caused major damage, so i. t couLd be
assumed that the scouting techni. ques and ski. I. Ls are
adequate - beari. rig ,. n mind that Chi. s was a very Li. ght
trisect year. Between my two vi. SLts, T have had agronomi. sts
ri. rig me, and we have di. soussed check, .rig procedures ^or
Bel. i. coverpa, and the deci. SLon after three checks was not
to spray, whi. ch to me shows an understandi. rig by the
consuLt. ant of what i, s Legui. red.

Beat sheeti. rig i. s betng used as wei. ,. as visual. . FLUi. t
Loads show good i. risect conticoL and large areas have riot
required spraytng.

.

There may be a need for more work on newer consuLtant. s
coini. rig i. nto the i. ridustry, as thi. s wi. LL be Legui. ,=ed as

But the key peop, .e i. n the LeseLLei,the area i. ncreases.

operati. ons wi. Ll. have had expel, i. ence with runni. rig teams
of bug checkers and indi. vi. auaLs.
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DeveLopment south - Pi. nLey, Hay and Swan Hi. 11.
My understandi. rig i. s that most of these growers are I:i. ce
growers and have had Li. t. tLe or no row cropping expertence.
Tt has been potnted out that because o^ thei. ,: LOGati. on,
yi. el. d expectat. tons wouJ. d be Lower than the GELffi. th area.
Tt. shouLd aLso be noted that cotton couJ. d "riot be grown i. n
B, :eeza and SPEi. rig Ri. age. "

Whether there wi. L, . be enough ag, :onomi. st. s wi. t. h cotton expel:.-
tence to handLe t. hi. s southern expansion and the expansion
whi. ch wi. LL occur in northern areas i, s questtonabLe.

Concerns and Unknowns

The addi. rig of i. risecti. ci. des because the pLane i. s
hopefully wi. th expertence thi. s should decLi. ne.

Lack of farmer t. ,:i. aLs betng carri. ed out in the area
a. Ni. ticogen rate t, :i. a, .s
b. Last watering t, :i. aLs
c. PTX rate application and ni. t. Logen rate t, :i. aLs
These cou, .a be done i. ridependentLy by Ag Research, however
information shouLd be avatLabl. e to al. L growers. The

prtnt themMacquar, .. e used to co-ordi. nate aL, . ^arme, c tri. aLs,
up i. n bookLet form, and atstiri. bute them wi. .del. y.

L do riot see a big increase i. n i. ridependent. consuLti. rig.
Cotton i. s sti. LL i. n earLy days, and the area could revert
back to ori. ginaL crops3 so ,. t's di. Efi. CUI. t to see consu, .-
tants tak, .rig the risk and going out by themse, .ves.

for exampLe, corn andDue to di. verse croppi. rigGVB -

soybean (both organi. c and non organi. c), I. ucerne and ,:i. ce -
couLd become a major pest. A questton mark over whi. t. e :ELy
sti. ,. L exi. st. s .

Page 5

***** 7. James Hi. LL's posttLon - Very weLL respected, very hard
worker. Wi. LL need some assurance o^ work comintttment. s
Legui. ,:ed for the coini. rig season. Tf possi. bLe, thi. s shouLd
be done as soon as possi. bLe. Maybe James couLd be offered
more days per week. Losing James wouLd be a huge Loss to
the extensi. on services ^or southern growers.

sprayJ. rig
.



The ori. gi. naL deci. SIons made i. n the inI'd '60s to grow cotton i. n
the G, :i. f:Ei. th, Dai:'I. trigt. on Poi. nt seems to be coini. rig to frui. ti. on.
The crop i. n t. hi. s area for t. hi. s season Looks too good. They are
Loaded up, cutti. rig out and wi. L, . be defoLi. ated wi. thi. n the next

25 days; and thi. s al. ,. i. n a very COOL year.L5 -

Tf T have one fear ^or t. hi. s Legton, it i, s that the regi. on trtes
to adopt too many northern techni. ques. You cannot grow cotton
I. i. ke thi. s "by dotng the bi. g t. hi. rigs wrong" - whi. ch they are riot.
There are probabLy some sinaL, . tweaki. rigs whi. ch may be heLpfu, ..
PLCki. rig couLd be fun and very pLeasi. rig.

T wouLd Li. ke to thank CRDC for the OPPo, :tuni. t. y to be part of
thi. s exc, .ti. rig new area. T feel. T have been abLe to have a
PI:'acti. caL triput ,. nto the deveLopment of some very enthusi. asti. c
and energeti. c young peopLe. Wi. th peopLe such as these, T see
only a b, :i. ght future for this southern cotton Legi. on.

ConcLusi. on

Between my fitrst and second vi. si. ts, T have ^i. eLded caLLs from
agi:onomi. sts on insect management decisions. The increase of
bai. ^ rates PLUS oi. L mixtures has been very pleasing to see. On
Sunday T had a caLJ. regardi. rig GVB. A^be, = a di. scussi. on, the
consul. tant decided to spray wi. th Shi. eLd and oil. knowi. rig he WILL
probably get a knockdown and a 60^ ki. ,. L. Hi. s aLternate spray
was gotng to be an SP3 so T feel. we are gett. trig somewhere.

Tt may Look as though the understandi. rig of TPM i. s Low. T
Tn a short season area and GOLd starts to the season,disagree.

thri. ps wi. L, . need to be cont. LOLLed in some years. Therefore,
the use of knockdowns (Ops and riot SPs) i. s a good SLgn. Hope-
fuLLy SPs, as used i. n soybeans, wi. LL not be used at the end of

Once we get a better understanding of thea cotton season.

ecol. ogy of GVB, we may be able to handJ. e tbi. s pest a Lot.
better than we are now.
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