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In this edition:

o Latest weather and climate news

e Australian rainfall totals (for the week ending 16 Feb)
e Summary of climate indicators

¢ Rainfall and temperature guidance summary

e Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)

e Cyclone watch

Latest weather and climate news

e Developing Tropical Cyclone Lam ‘watch' alert has been officially declared
for a system in the Gulf of Carpentaria/Coral Sea region.

¢ High temperatures favoured for the remainder of February, particularly in
NSW.

e The MJO is currently inactive. International models surveyed show the
MJO is unlikely to re-enter the Australian region in February.

¢ Some multi-week models predict storm rain events in the last week of
February and first week in March.

¢ Broad atmospheric conditions favouring below average rainfall for the
approaching cotton picking period with the SOI and upper atmospheric
indicators entrenched in negative phases.

Australian rainfall totals (for the week ending 16 Feb)
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Australian Rainfall Analysis (mm)
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Summary of climate indicators
For more information on what the climatic indicators mean, click here.
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Rainfall and temperature guidance summary



Moderate heat predicted:
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Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)

Tracking the path of the MJO can assist in timely changes in weather patterns
during the Australian monsoon. The following chart from the United States
National Prediction Center shows the MJO forecast to be INACTIVE for the
remainder of February (forecast green line staying inside the circle). The
Australian region is represented by phases 5 and 6. International models monitor

the path of the next MJO wave and can be viewed here.
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Cyclone watch



A cyclone “watch’ has been issued for parts of the northern Territory and the Gulf
of Carpentaria overnight for Tropical Cyclone Lam. The chart below illustrates the
rating on the Australian region and the probability of Tropical Cyclone formation
over the coming two week period. Bureau of Meteorology Tropical Cyclone

warnings can be found here.

Global Tropics Hazards and Benefits Qutlook - Climate Prediction Center
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Tropical Cyclone Formation [l ©0%4 Uevelopment of & tropical cyclane (tropical depressian - 10, o greater strength).
Above-avarage rainfall | Weekly total rakfall in the ugger thivd of the histarkzal renge.

Balow-avarage rainfall S Weekly total rainfall in the lower third of Ihe hislarical range.
Above-normal tamparatures 7] MO%] 7-zay mean temperatures in the upper third of the historical range.

Bolow-normal temparatures [ (% 7-cey mean temperatures in the lower tird of the historical rangs.
Product is updated once per week, except from 811 = 11730 for the region from 120E to 0, 0 to 40N. The product targets broad scale condifions

integrated over a T-day period for US inleresis only. Consull your local responsible lorecast agency.
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