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To reduce the risk of fire damage to the computer facilities at the Agricultural
Research Station, Narrabri.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS AND BENEFITS TO INDUSTRY

Installation of a Halon gas fire suppression facility has been completed at a total
cost of $12,970* including the linking of the warning system to the building’s fire warning
system. The fire suppression facility will eliminate risk of fire started within the
computer room by the automatic release of Halon gas; the gas is inert and does not damage
electronic equipment.

The benefits to the Cotton industry are the considerable lessening of the disruption of
research and SIRATAC operation due to fire damage. The computers hold the data for the
majority of research at the Station as well as the programme required for the operation of
Siratac. Although backup tapes are used, considerable disruption would occur if the
computer facility was damaged by fire.

* The Cotton Research Council funded $11,400 of the cost.
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